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either be a good christian, or persevere as a chris-
tian, among the iroquois. La prairie has, then,
always been the asylum of those who wished sin-
cerely to pray to God and be christians. These
holy fugitives began to make, in the woods round
about here, well-beaten hunting paths; for the chase
was the pretext which they then adopted, in order
to come to live at la prairie. The christians, who
left la prairie, in going to hunt beasts, went also to
hunt men; the hunters always brought back some
of their kinsmen or acquaintances in the spring, in
the guise of a visit,— wherein, God touching their
hearts, they had themselves instructed and became
christians. All those who had come from the iro-
quois had thus eluded, as it were, the fury of the
drunkards and the enemies of prayer. This made
the elders distrustful; in their councils, their
declamations all concerned the destruction of their
land by the french and by the missionaries. The
more they complained, the more people were desir-
ous of coming to see what was going on; and among
these curious ones some always remained. These,
gradually enlisting in our ranks,—although they
were distrusted, and were not baptized save after
long probations,— finally attached themselves for-
ever to la prairie. The onneiouts were the first of
the mission, and their virtues—being, as it were,
mother-virtues—engendered numerous children,
giving birth to many anniers, who are at present
most numerous. In the number of the believers,
among the people of the nation of agnié, those of
the village of Gandawage have taken the first rank,
as if this were due to the blood of the martyrs, which
was first shed in the death of father Jogue, who



